'dfhills of the Quachita Mountains that overlook Hot
: ngs. “The Arlington is a nice track,” McCormick said
“It has that feel of an older type country club.”

The Majestic, which was constructed in 1898 by Willie
and renovated in 2001, offers golfers more character :
fairly straight tree-lined fairways. It's a little longer th
sister course, and it offers golfers plenty of water
hazards. “The greens also have more undulation, ” s
McCormick. Hot Springs Country Clubs is part of Al
two, built in 1927 by Natural State Golf Trail, 15 of the better courses in the
nakeover in 1994

3 Glenwood Country Club, which is about 35 miles from H"o_
ic desig s er course by today’s Springs, also is on the Natural State Golf Trail and was carved
g gt (fr-cam Hhe hoel temel sits at out of the rolling terrain of the Ouachita Mountains.




said McCormick "with plenty of hills and doglegs.”
The Belvedere Country Club was one of the first resort courses built
in Hot Springs, the city that touts itself as " America’s First Resort."
Perhaps the biggest variety and most challenging courses will
come if you stay at Hot Springs Village, the country's largest gated

community on 27,000 acres along a 13.5-mile stretch of land

With rental villas available starting at about $75 a night, Hot
Springs Village grants guests access 1o seven championship-caliber
courses— spending time about 15 miles out of town definitely is

worth the drive.

With four of the top 10 ranked courses in Arkansas, Hot Springs
Village is best known for its caliber of goff. However, McCormick

said the word hasn't sy ar. “if you're going to (visit)

somewhere, and you fanatic, then Hot Springs Viltage is

the best kept secret in the country,” he said. "Everything is related

to a Spanish name

Which is appropriate, considering that Spanish explorer Hernando
de Soto led one of the first expeditions through Arkansas in the
1500s. In fact, Hot Springs Village named its first course after the
famed adventurer. " All the courses are a little different, but there're
no links style,” McCormick said. ”Most of them have fairly generous
fairways, except the Ponce de Leon course. It's the toughest, and it's
not very wide open.”

Tom Clark, of the Maryland-based Ault, Clark and Associates,
designed all but one of the Hat Springs Village courses. Clark,
an architect of dozens of United States golf courses, also designed
the Woaods course at the Kingsmill Golf Club and Resort in

Williamsburg, Va

These are not Tom Fazio courses, or (lack) Nicklaus courses,”
McCormick said. "He’s not a big name designer, but these are very
nice courses.” Arkansas native fohn Daly, whaose hometown is about

70 miles north of Hot Springs, opened the Ponce de Leon course in
1991 - just one week after his surprising PGA Championship vi
at Crooked Stick in Carmel, Ind, At nearly 7,000 yards from the tips
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Fd e T]/ ’ K. the Ponce course is a favorite among lower handicap golfers. However,
8 I/IS lS a if you move up to the blue or white tees, you'll cut off anywhere

; ; - from 500 to 1,000 yards, making it enjoyable for the weekend duffer

OO lf6 r‘ ;i (; h (;{ ]/}t) }? ] The Balboa opened in 1987, but it's scheduled for renovations in

t‘) d = E 4 J 2008. Wide open fairways with less slope than most of the other
05 T 2 Village course lead up to fast-paced greens.

A = gy A WYY . .
sarad McCoi W ( a
Other courses at the Village include the par-62 executive Coronado,
1 ] 1
Lot of people Who move nere which has no sand traps; the privately owned 7,560-yard Diamante;
| I "
and the newest layout, the Grenada, which opened in 2004 and
] ] R o S g - : P " (I L
; rom riorida ana Call fornia features some of the most scenic views at Hot Springs Village.
{ fr 1] vl £ 7
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doglegs to the left, and the green is protected by water an the left
and plenty of sand on the right. “This is a golfer’s haven,” said
McCormick, "We have a lot of people wha mave here from Florida
and California just for the golf.”

OING ON FORTHOUSANDS

AR S, Thanks to 47 separate springs along a 400-yard stretch
of land, American Indians have been enjoying the natural thermal
baths for the past millennium. After making extensive journeys
through Arkansas and the Southeastern U.S., de Soto died in 1542
just 150 miles from Hot Springs on the banks of the Mississippl River
Less than 300 years later, the first inn was built in Hot Springs, and
the first bathhouse was erected to cater to those fookitg for healing
spring wvaters.

5 -5 B9 000

in 1832, Congress established Hot Springs Reservation, 40 years
before land was set aside in Wyoming, Montana and Idaho for
Yellowstone National Park. "But because Hot Springs was designated
a reservation first, Yellowstone gets all the recognition in the public
eye,” sald Jeff Heitzman, a park ranger and Hot Springs historian,

“But we're recognized by the park service as the first,” Heitzman

said, adding that the Hot Springs designation was changed to a
national park in 1921. The government originally set aside Hot
Springs land to protect the waters, and starting in the late 1800s,
46 of the springs were closed to safeguard them. No. 27, the
tunnel spring, never closed and was designated as a display spring.
By then, bathhouses had popped up everywhere, extracting the
143-degree water from the springs to offer medicinal treatments
for whatever the aifment. In Hot Springs heyday, 20 bathhouses
lined the streets, offering treatments that included * “sitz" baths,
needle showers and equipment, such as steam cabinets and douche
cannons. Hot Springs bathhouses were patterned after European
bathhouses, which were patterned after Roman bathhouses.
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With the advancements in antibiotics and other medical practices
in the1950s, the popularity of Hot Springs’ bathhouses dwindled,
and most of them closed. Because they were on federal land, the
buildings reverted back to the park service after operations ceased.
The Buckstaff, one of eight bathhouses left standing on Bathhouse
Row, Is the only one to remain open and still offers spa treatments
under private ownership. The remaining bathhouses fell into disrepair,
but efforts are under way to redevelop these buildings.



Chuck Dodson’s family goes back five generations in Hot Springs,

vard spiral that the D

and he remembers the dov )
tin the 1960s and ‘70s. “[

wWniown

unde mtown Hot Springs

there

in bad shape,” he said. "It was ugly; s dirty

buifdings.” Oue to the resu

nce of tourism in Hot Springs, the

park service has reopened three of the original 47 sprinas in the
I |

The park s also is in the middle of a $19 million renovat

5 5| |i-|r:..¥,

plan to revamp the remaining bathhouses and eventually lease themn Although the

to private entities, The Fordyce is the ars old, it still

itors’ center and museum radioact

et

at stations throughout Hot

for the national park and the Lamar will be used for storage and

Springs t drinkable water around,”

office space. However, the Luawpaw |s expected to reopen as a

o of Heitzman s

family style bathhouse, anc

Museum of Contemporary Art

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT. WWW.STONE-MAG.COM

d to be

Three others —the Superior, Maurice and Hale - are exp

available for lease this year, as well. "We have an amazing amount

of interest in these bathhouses,  said Diane East of the National

Park Service. | ver, you don't t for the Quawpaw to

reopen, or head to the Buckstaff to enjoy a bathhouse atmosphere.
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